THE  STORY   OF  SWEDENBORG

occurred  many times within the author's  personal
experience and with the happiest results.

Some little personal account of Swedenborg may
fitly end this brief review of his doctrines, which is
primarily intended to indicate his position in the
general scheme. He must have been a most frugal,
practical, hard-working and energetic young man,
and a most lovable old one. Life seems to have
mellowed him into a very gentle and venerable crea-
ture. He was placid, serene, and ever ready for con-
versation which did not take a psychic turn unless his
companions so desired. The material of such con-
versations was always remarkable, but he was afflicted
with a stammer which hindered his enunciation. In
person he was tall and spare, with a spiritual face,
blue eyes, a wig to his shoulders, dark clothing,
knee-breeches, buckles, and a cane.

Swedenborg claimed that a heavy cloud was
formed round the earth by the psychic grossness of
humanity, and that from time to time there was a
judgment and a clearing up, even as the thunder-
storm clears the material atmosphere. He saw that
the world, even in his day, was drifting into a danger-
ous position owing to the unreason of the Churches
on the one side and the reaction towards absolute
want of religion which was caused by it. Modern
psychic authorities, notably Vale Owen, have spoken
of this ever-accumulating cloud, and there is a very
general feeling that the necessary cleansing process
will not be long postponed.

A notice of Swedenborg from the Spiritualistic
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